NCAA Football Rules and Interpretations
2008 Editorial Changes

Note: There were more than 300 editorial changes #s.yRules changes are outside the scope
of this document; however, where a paragraph cesthbth a rule change and an editorial
change, the rule change is shaded in gray anddit@ial change is shaded in yellow.

Part I: The Rules
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Rule 2008 2007

1-1-1-a The game shall be played between two teamn$he game shall be played between two tear

FR-20 of not more than 11 players each ... of no more than 11 players each ...

1-1-5-a Each team shall designate to the refnotz Each team shall designate to the refnce

FR-21 more than four players as its field captain(s)| more than four players as its field captain(s)]...
There shall bnot more than four captains | There shall bno more than four captains frogn
from each team at the coin toss. each team at the coin toss.

1-2-1-i White field yard-line numbermnot larger than  White field yard-line numbermo larger than 6

FR-22 feet in height and 4 feet in width ... feet in height and 4 feet in width ...

1-2-4-a ... (Rule 9-16-a) ... ... (Rule 9-5-a) ...

FR-23

1-3-2-a The game officials shall test and be sole judgE&he game officials shall test and be sole jud

FR-28 of not more than six balls ... of no more than six balls ...

1-4-3-b ... A'bordemot more than 1 inch wide around ... A bordemo more than 1 inch wide around

FR-30 the collar and cuffs is permissible ... the collar and cuffs is permissible ...

1-4-3-c ... a bordenot more than 1 inch wide around) ... a bordeno more than 1 inch wide around

FR-30 the collar and cuffs ... the collar and cuffs ...

1-4-5-b ... closed-cell, slow-recovery foam paddnot | ... closed-cell, slow-recovery foam paddnoy

FR-32 less than 1/2-inch thick ... less than 1/2-inch thick ...

1-4-5-n Gloves and hand pads that do not have a | Gloves and hand pads that do not have a

FR-35 securely attached label or stamp ("NF/NCAAsecurely attached label or stamp ("NF/NCAA
Specifications") indicating voluntary Specifications") indicating voluntary
compliance with test specifications on file witkompliance with test specifications on file w
the Sporting Goods Manufacturers the Sporting Goods Manufacturers
Association. (Exception: Hand pads became Associatiol, unless made of unaltered plain
subject to this rule in 2006.) cloth. (Exception: Hand pads became subje

to this rule in 2006.)

1-4-6-b Officials should ascertain before thall is Officials should ascertain before tready-

FR-36 ready for play if players are not wearing for-play signal if players are not wearing
mandatory equipment or are wearing illegal | mandatory equipment or are wearing illegal
equipment. Only in an emergency should theequipment. Only in an emergency should th
play clock be interrupted. ... 25-secondclock be interrupted. ...

1-4-9-d ... They may be used only on referees for | ... They may be used only on referees for

FR-38 penalty or other game announcem. It is penalty or other game announcem, ifts
strongly recommended that they be lapel- | controlled by the referee ...
type microphones. They must be&ontrolled
by the referee ...

2-2-4 A dead ball is ready for play when: A dead ballgady for play whethe referee

FR-41

2-6-1 Exception
FR-44

[Exception: The try is a scrimmage down
that begins when the referee declares the

ball ready for play (Rule 8-3-2-b).]
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Rule 2008 2007
2-8-2 Forward progress is a term indicating the erjd~orward progress is a term indicating the end
FR-45 of advancement by ttball carrier or airborne| of advancement by ttrunner or airborne pasf
pass receiver of either team and applies to theceiver of either team and applies to the
position of the ball when it became dead by | position of the ball when it became dead by
rule (Rules 4-1-3-a, b and p; Rules 4-2-1 anprdle (Rules 4-1-3-a, b and p; Rules 4-2-1 anfl 4;
and Rule 5-1-3-a Exception) (A.R. 5-1-3-I-V] and Rule 5-1-3-a Exception) (A.R. 5-1-3-I-V
and A.R.8-2-1-1-1V) (Exception: 8-5-1-a, and A.R. 8-2-1-1-1V).
A.R. 8-5-1-I)
2-9-1 a. A foul is a rule infraction for which a penalp foul is a rule infraction for which a penaltylis
FR-45 is prescribed. A flagrant personal foul is a| prescribed. A flagrant personal foul is a rule
rule infraction so extreme or deliberate thatiitfraction so extreme or deliberate that it places
places an opponent in danger of catastrogtdo opponent in danger of catastrophic injuryl A
injury. violation is a rule infraction for which no
b.A violation is a rule infraction for which no| penalty is prescribeand does not offsethe
penalty is prescribg; it does not offseta | penalty for a foul.
foul.
2-13-1 A huddle is two or more players grouped A huddle is two or more players grouped
FR-47 together after thball is ready for play ... together after thready-for-play signal ...

2-15-5 a. A free kick is a kick by a player of the teaA free kick is a kick by a player of the team in
FR-48 in possession made under restrictions possession made under restrictions specified in
specified in Rules 4-1-4, 6-1-1 and 6-1-2. | Rules 4-1-4, 6-1-1 and 6-1-2.

b.A free kick following a safety may be a
punt, drop kick or place kick.
2-15-9 A field goal attempt ia scrimmage kick. It | A field goal attempt iany place kick or drop
FR-49 may be aplace kick or drop kick. kick from scrimmage.
2-15-10 a. A scrimmage kick formation is a formation A scrimmage kick formation is a formation
FR-49 with at least one player seven yards or mqneith at least one player seven yards or morg
behind the neutral zone, no player in posititkehind the neutral zone, no player in positiop
to receive a hand-to-hand snap from betwgtreceive a hand-to-hand snap from betwegn
the snapper's legs, and it is obvious that g the snapper's legs, and it is obvious that a kick
kick may be attempted (A.R. 1-4-2-1 and | may be attempted (A.R. 1-4-2-l and A.R. 9-1-
A.R. 9-1-2-XXII-XXIV). 2-XXII-XXIV).
b.If Team A is in a scrimmage kick
formation at the snap, any action by Team
A during the down is deemed to be from 4
scrimmage kick formation.
2-19-2-b When a Team A player is holding the ball to| When a Team A player is holding the ball to
FR-50 pass it forward toward the neutral zone, any| pass it forward toward the neutral zone, any
intentional forward movement of hhand or | intentional forward movement of his arm stajts
arm starts the forward pass. the forward pass.
2-19-3-b A player has crossed the neutral zdfrbis A passerhas crossed the neutral zawhen
FR-51 entire bodyhas beerbeyond the neutral zon¢ any part of his bodyis beyond the neutral
zonewhen the ball is released
2-25-10-e ... (Rule 9-14-b on scrimmage kicks). ... (Rule 931 on scrimmage kicks).
FR-55
2-27-1 Team A is the team that is designated to puf fream A is the team that is designated to puf the
FR-56 ball in play, and it retains that designation untiall in play, and it retains that designation until
the ball is next ready for play. ... the ball is nexdeclaredready for play. ...
2-27-6-C A departing player is a player leaving the
FR-57 field, having been replaced by a substitute.
2-27-7 Runner and Ball Carrier Runner
FR-57 a. The runner is a player in possession of a |jiehe runner is a player in possession of a live

ball or simulating possession of a live ball
b.A ball carrier is a runner in possession of

ball or simulating possession of a live ball.
aRules 4-1-3-a, b, 0 and g apply only ta

live ball.

runner in possession of a live ball.
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2-29-2 Play Clock 25-Second Clock
FR-58 Each stadium shall have a visual play clock | [Visual 25-second clock requirements were
at each end of the playing enclosure. ... part of Rule 3-2-4-b.]
2-30-3 Scrimmage Kick Play Scrimmage Kick Play and Field Goal Play
FR-59 A scrimmage kick play is the interval betweg\ scrimmage kick plaor field goal play is
the snap and when a scrimmage kick comeg the interval between the snap and when a
into player possession or the ball is declareq scrimmage kick comes into player possessi
dead by rule. or the ball is declared dead by rule.
2-30-4-a a. A running play is any live-ball action other A running play is any live-ball action other tha
FR-59 than that during a free kick play, a scrim- | thatwhich occurs before player possession ig
mage kick play or a legal forward pass playreestablishedduring a free kick play, a scrim-
mage kick play or a legal forward pass play.
2-30-4-b A run is that segment of a running pduring | A run is that segment of a running pbefore
FR-59 which a ball carrier has possessian player possession is lost
2-30-4-c c. If a ball carrier loses possession by a a. A running play includes the spot where th
FR-59 fumble, backward pass, or illegal forward run ends and the intervof any subsequent
pass, therunning play includes the spot fumble or backward or illegal pass from
where the run ends and tloose-ball the time the run ends untilpossession is
intervalbefore possession is regained or the gained orregained or the ball is declared
ball is declared dead (AR 2-30-4-1 and Il).| deadby rule (A.R. 2-30-4-1 and II).
2-30-4-d d. A new running play begins when a player| 1. There may be more than one running play
FR-59 gains or regains possession. during a down if player possession i
gained or regained beyond the neutral
zone.
2.There may not be more than one running
play behind the neutral zone if no chang
of team possession occurs.
3-1-1 ... the referee shall toss a coin at midfield i [th. the referee shall toss a coin at midfield &
FR-61 presence cnot more than four field captains | presence cno more than four field captains ..
3-1-3-b ... The referee shall toss a coin at midfield m th.. The referee shall toss a coin at midfield &
FR-62 presence cnot more than four field captains | presence cno more than four field captains ..
3-1-3-g-1 Distance penaltieagainsteither team are Distance penaltieby either team are declined
FR-65 declined by rule in extra periods (Exceptiong:by rule in extra periods (Exceptions: Dead-hb
Penalties for flagrant personal foulsdead- | fouls and live-ball foulpenalizedas dead-bal
ball fouls and live-ball foultreated as dead- | fouls are enforced on the succeeding play).
ball fouls are enforced on the succeeding play).
3-1-3-g-3 If both teams foul during the down and If there are offsetting fouls, whether one or
FR-65 Team Bhad not fouled before the change of| both occur after Team B possession, the do
possessiorthe fouls offset andthe down is | is not replayed.
not replayed.
3-1-3-g ... RULING : Team B's score is canceled and ... Ruling: Team B's score is canceled and
Example 4 Team B begins its series on the 40-yard,ling Team B begins its series on the 40-yard ling
FR-65 first and 10 (Rules 3-1-3 and 3-1-3-g-1, 2). | (Rules 3-1-3 and 3-1-3-g-1, 2).
3-2-1-b b. The intermission between halves shall be|20 The intermission between hal, which
FR-66 minutes,unlessaltered before the game byl begins when the field is clear of all players

mutual agreement of the administrasari
both schools. Immediately after the secon
period end, the referee should begin the
intermission by signaling to start the game
clock [S2].

and coachesshall be 20 minuteThe 20

d minutes may bealtere(| before the gan,dy
mutual agreement of the administration of
both schools.

c. The 20-minute intermission between
halves may startimmediately after the
second period endf dictated by
conference policy when both teams are in
the same conference, or by mutual

agreement of the competing teams
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3-2-2-d Timing errors on iplay clock may be Timing errors on 25-secondclock may be
FR-67 corrected by the referee. Tplay clock shall | corrected by the referee. T25-secondclock
start agair(Rule 2-29-2) shall start again.
3-2-2-e When theplay-clock count is interrupted by | When the25-seconccount is interrupted by
FR-67 circumstances beyond the control of either | circumstances beyond the control of either
team (without positive knowledge of game | team (without positive knowledge of game
clock elapsed time), a new count shall be | clock elapsed time), a ne25-secondcount
started and the game clock shall sper Rule | shall be started and the game clock shall sta
3-2-4-h, on the snap
3-2-2-f The40/25-second clock is not started when {iehe 25-second clock is not started when the
FR-67 game clock is running with fewer th40 or 25| game clock is running with fewer than 25
second, respectively,in a period. seconds in a period.
3-2-2-g The game clock should not be stopped if thg The game clock should not be stopped if the
FR-67 play clock is started in conflict with Rule 3-2} 25-secondclock is started in conflict with Rul
2-f, 3-2-2-f,
3-2-4-a Game Clock. Playing time shall be kept with aPlaying time shall be kept with a game clock ...
FR-67 game clock ...
3-2-4-d d. Device Malfunction. If a visual40/25- c. If a visual 25-second timing device becomn
FR-68 second timing device becomes inoperativg, inoperative, both coaches shall be notified
both coaches shall be notified by the referee the referee immediately and both clocks
immediately and both clocks shall be turn¢d shall be turned off.
off.
3-2-5-a When the clock has been stopffor any of When the clock has been stop, the referee
FR-69 the following incidents, it will start on the shall declare the ball ready for play (Rule
signal by the referee [S2]A.R. 7-3-2- and | 11-2-1-c) and the clock shalstart on thesnap
A.R. 7-3-7-I): unless it was stopped because of one of the
following situations (A.R. 7-3-2-1 and A.R. 7-
3-7-1):
3-2-5-a-1 When Team A is awarded a first doeither | When Team A is awarded a first down
FR-69 by penalty or as the result of the play (Exception: After a legal kick).
(Exception: After a legal kicdown).
3-2-5-a-11 For a fumble out of bounds in advance of thigFor a fumble out of bounds in advance of th
FR-69 spot of the fumbl@anytime during the game | spot of the fumble (3-2-5-a).
(Rule 3-2-5-a).
3-2-5-a-12 When a ball carrier, a fumble or a backward
FR-69 pass goes out of bounds (Exception: Withip
the last two minutes of each half, the clock
starts on the snap unless incidents 8 or 11
above occur.) (A.R. 3-2-5-V).
3-2-5-a-13 When the referee interrupts the 40/25
FR-69 second count.
3-2-5-b If the clock was stopped for inciderother If the clock was stopped for incidents 1
FR-69 than those in1 througk13 above it shall be | throughll, it shall be started on tiready-for-
started on thsnhap. play signal
3-2-5-c If incidents 1 througl13 occur in conjunction | If incidents 1 througl11 occur in conjunction
FR-69 with any other situation that starts the clock pwith any other situation that starts the clock
the snap, the clock will start on the snap. the snap, the clock will start on the snap.
3-2-5-e When Team B is awarded a first doand will | When Team B is awarded a first down, the
FR-70 next snap the ball the clock will be stopped | clock will be stopped and will start on the sn
and will start on the snap.
3-3-2-11 When there is a sidelirinfraction . When there is a sidelirwarning.
FR-71
3-3-2-18 When the40/25-second count is interrupted yVhen the 25-second count is interrupted by
FR-71 circumstances beyond the control of either | circumstances beyond the control of either

team.

team.
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3-3-2-19 When theball carrier's helmet comes When therunner's helmet comes completely

FR-71 completely off. off.

3-3-3-c ... If no conference policy is applicable to boh. If no conference policy is applicable to both

FR-71 teams, the directors of athletics at the teams, the directors of athletics at the
participating institutions ctheir designeesin | participating institutions cdesignatesin
consultation with the coaches, shall determipeonsultation with the coaches, shall determipe
whether the game will be resumed at a later| whether the game will be resumed at a later
date, terminated or forfeited (and the final | date, terminated or forfeited (and the final
scoreif the game is terminated (Rule 8-1-2) | score).

3-3-5-a-4 Whenever a participant suffers a laceration p¥Whenever a participant suffers a laceration pr

FR-73 woundfrom which oozing or bleeding occurg woundwhere oozing or bleeding occurs ...

3-3-7-d Other timeouts shall knot longer than the Other timeouts shall kno longer than the

FR-74 referee deems necessary ... referee deems necessary ...

3-3-7-h The intermission after a safety, try or The intermission after a safety, try or

FR-74 successful field goal shall Inot more than successful field goal shall Ino more than one
one minute. ... minute. ...

3-3-8-b-1 Theplay-clock count is not interrupted. Tk25-secondcount is not interrupted.

FR-75

3-4-2-a The officials shall make theball ready for The ballshall be declaredready for play

FR-75 play consistently throughout the game. consistently throughout the garby the
Consuming more tha40 seconds o25 referee when the officials are in position
seconds to put the ball in pl(Rule 3-2-4) Consuming more than 25 seconds to put the
after it ismadeready for play is an illegal ball in play after it icdeclaredready for play ig
delay. an illegal delay.

3-4-2-b-6 Putting the ball in play before it is ready for

FR-75 play (Rule 4-1-4).

3-4-2-b-7 Sideline interference (Rule 9-1-6).

FR-75

3-4-2-b Penalty
FR-75

Dead-ball foul. Five yards from the
succeeding spot [S7 and S21].

Five yards from the succeeding spot [S7 angl
S21].

3-4-3
FR-75

The clock will start on the ready-for-play
signal afteiTeam A throws an illegal forward
or backward pasto conserve timi(Rule 3-2-
5-a-8) (A.R. 3-4-3-I-IV).

The clock will start on the ready-for-play
signal after an illegal forward or backward pass
that conservstimefor Team A (A.R. 3-4-3-I-
V).

3-5-2-c
FR-77

An incoming legal substitute must enter the
field of play directly from his team area, and
substitute, player cdeparting player must
depart at the sideline nearest his team area
proceed to his team areadeparting player
must immediately leave the field of play,
including the end zones. A departing player
who leaves the huddle or his position within
three seconds, after a substitute becomes &
player, is considered to have left immediate
Team A may not break its huddle with 12 or
more players (A.R. 3-5-2-IIVIIl, A.R. 9-5-
VI-VIIl and A.R. 9-2-2-1V) (dead-ball foul)
[S7 and S22].

An incoming legal substitute must enter the
dield of play directly from his team area, and|a
substitute, player creplaced playerleaving

andst depart at the sideline nearest his team
area and proceed to his team area. A playel
who is replacedmust immediately leave the
field of play, including the end zones. A

departing player who leaves the huddle or h|s
position within three seconds, after a substi{te

ybecomes a player, is considered to have le
immediately. Team A may not break its hudglle
with 12 or more players (A.R. 3-5-2-1I-VIII,
A.R. 9-14-VI-VIIl and A.R. 9-2-2-1V) (dead-
ball foul) [S7 and S22].

3-5-2-e
FR-77

... If the ballis ready for play, the game
officials will not ...

... If the ballhas been declaredeady for play,
the game officials will not ...

3-5-2-e Penalty

FR-77

... delay of game on Team A for causing the

... delay of game on Team A for causing the

play clock to expire. ...

25-secondclock to expire. ...
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4-1-1 After a dead balis ready for play, it becomesj|after a dead bahas been declaredeady for
FR-78 live ball when it is legally snapped or legally| play, it becomes a live ball when it is legally
free-kicked. A ball snapped or free-kicked | snapped or legally free-kicked. A ball snapp
beforeit is ready for play remains dead ... | or free-kicked beforthe ready for play
remains dead ...
4-1-2-a ... or otherwise signals the ball de(Rule 3-2- | ... or otherwise signals the ball dead (A.R. 4
FR-78 2-i) (A.R. 4-2-1-Il and A.R. 4-2-4-). 1-1l and A.R. 4-2-4-1)(3-2-2-i)
4-1-3-a ... when &ball carrier is out of bounds, or ... when erunner is out of bounds, or when @
FR-79 when aball carrier is so held ... runner is so held ...
4-1-3-b When any part of thball carrier's body, When any part of thrunner's body, except
FR-79 except his hand or foot, touches the ground|dris hand or foot, touches the ground or whe
when theball carrier is tackled ... therunner is tackled ...
4-1-3-0 When aball carrier simulates placing his kng@Vhen arunner simulates placing his knee on
FR-80 on the ground. the ground.
4-1-3-q When aball carrier's helmet comes When arunner's helmet comes completely
FR-80 completely off. The ball belongs to tball off. The ball belongs to ttrunner's team at
carrier's team at that spot. that spot.
4-1-4 No player shall put the ball in pldbeforeitis | No player shall put the ball in plauntil it is
FR-80 ready for play (A.R. 4-1-4-1 and II). declaredready for play (A.R. 4-1-4-1 and II).
PENALTY—Dead-ball foufor delay of PENALTY—Dead-ball foul. Five yards from
game Five yards from the succeeding spot [Sfie succeeding spot [S7 and S21].
and S21].
4-1-5 Play-Clock Count 25-Second Count
FR-80 ARTICLE 5. The ball shall be put in play ARTICLE 5. The ball shall be put in play
within 40 or 25 seconds after itmadeready | within 25 seconds after it declaredready for
for play (Rule 3-2-4) unless, during that play, unless, during that interval, play is
interval, play is suspended. If play is suspended. If play is suspended,25-second
suspended, thplay-clock count will start count will start again.
again.
4-1-5 Penalty | Dead-ball foufor delay of game Five yards | Dead-ball foul. Five yards from the succeed
FR-80 from the succeeding spot [S7 and S21]. spot [S7 and S21].
4-2-4-a ... when it was declared dead (A.R. 4-2-4-I) | ... when it was declared dead (A.R. 4-2-4-]).
FR-81 (Exception: Rule 8-5-1-a, A.R. 8-5-1-1)
5-1-3-c No request for a measurement shall be grartiid request for a measurement shall be grar
FR-83 after the ball is ready for play. after the ball isdeclaredready for play.
5-2-3 ... (Exceptions: Rule8-3-3-b-1,10-2-2-e ... (Exceptions: Rules 10-2-2-e Exception 3,
FR-84 Exception 3, 10-2-2-e Exception 6 and 10-2{2-:0-2-2-e Exception 6 and 10-2-2-g).
g-1-a).
5-2-4 ... (Exception: Rule 10-2-2-g-a) (A.R. 5-2-4- | ... (Exception: Rule 10-2-2-g-1) (A.R. 5-2-4-).
FR-84 ).
5-2-7 ... before théball is ready for play ... after the | ... before thenext ready-for-play signal ...
FR-85 ball is ready for play ... after theready-for-play signal ...
6-1-2 ... The referee will declare the ball ready for| ... The referee will declare the ball ready for
FR-86 play when theofficials are in position after play when theumpire hands the ball tothe

the kickerhas received the ball...

kicker. ...
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6-1-3 Touching and Recovery of a Free Kick JLFree Kick Recovery lL
FR-87 a.No Team A player may touch a free-kicketlA Team A player may touch a free-kicked ball:
ball until after : a.After it touches a Team B player
1. It touches a Team B player (Exception: | (Exception: Rule 6-1-4).
Rules 6-1-4and 6-5-1-b); or b.After it breaks the plane of and remains
2.1t breaks the plane of and remains beyopd beyond Team B's restraining line
Team B's restraining line (Exception: Rile (Exception: Rule 6-4-1) (A.R. 2-11-2-I).
6-4-1) (A.R. 2-11-2-|; or c. After it touches any player, the ground, af
3.1t touches any player, the ground, an official or anything beyond Team B's
official or anything beyond Team B's restraining line. Thereafter, all players of
restraining line. Thereafter, all players of Team A become eligible to touch, recoverjor
Team A become eligible to touch, recover catch the kick. lllegal touchinof a free
or catch the kick. kick is a violation that, when the ball
b.Any other touching by Team A isillegal becomes dead, gives the receiving team the
touching, a violation that, when the ball privilege of taking the ball at the spot of the
becomes dead, gives the receiving team the violation. However, if there are offsetting
privilege of taking the ball at the spot of thg fouls or if a penalty incurred by either
violation. team before the ball becomes dead is
c.If a penalty incurred by either team enforced, thisprivilege is canceled (A.R. 6
before the ball becomes dead is enforced| 1-3-).
or if there are offsetting fouls, the illegal-
touching privilege is canceled (A.R. 6-1-3-
).
d.lllegal touching in Team A's end zone is
ignored.
6-1-8 Fouls By Kicking Team
FR-88 Penalties for all fouls by the kicking team
other than kick-catch interference (Rule 6-4
during a free kick play may be enforced at
the previous spot or at the spot where the
subsequent dead ball belongs to Team B.
6-2-1 Penalty | ... may put the ball in pla30 yards beyond ... may put the ball in pla35 yards beyond
FR-88 Team A's restraining line ... Team A's restraining line ...
6-3-1-b ... an opponent of the kicking team whmot | ... an opponent of the kicking team whnos
FR-89 more than three yards beyond ... more than three yards beyond ...
6-3-5 ... (Exceptions: Rules 4-1-3-g, 6-3-9, 6-5-1 | ... (Exceptions: Rules 4-1-3-g, 6-3and 6-5-1
FR-90 and 2) (A.R. 8-4-2-1X). and 2) (A.R. 8-4-2-1X).
6-3-13 Fouls By Kicking Team
FR-91 Penalties for all fouls by the kicking team
other than kick-catch interference (Rule 6-4
during a scrimmage kick play (except field
goal attempts) may be enforced at the
previous spot or at the spot where the
subsequent dead ball belongs to Team B.
6-4-1-a This protection terminates wharkick touches| This protection terminates whthe kick
FR-91 the groundwhen any player of Team Imuffs | touches the grournor is muffed by any player

a scrimmage kickbeyond the neutral zo, or
when any player of Team B muffs a free
kick in the field of play or in the end zone

of Team B beyond the neutral zone (Rule 6-b-
1-g) (A.R. 6-4-1-1V).

(Rule 6-5-1-2A.R. 6-4-1-IV).
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6-5-1 a. When a Team B player makes a fair catcfja. When a Team B player makes a fair catcHj,
FR-92 the ball becomes dead where caught and| the ball becomes dead where caught and
belongs to Team B at that sp(A.R. 6-5-1- belongs to Team B at that sy(Exception:
I-111) When a valid fair catch signal is made, thg
b.When a valid fair catch signal is made, th¢ unimpeded opportunity ...
unimpeded opportunity ...
[renumber subsequent paragraphs]
7-1-3-a-1(d) Penalties forinfractions of (a), (b) and (¢) maynfractions of (a), (b) and (c) may penalized
FR-94 be enforced whether or not the ball is snappedyhether or not the ball is snapped, and the
and thefoul for any resulting offside by an | penalty for any resulting offside by an
opponent shall bnullified [S7 and S19] (A.R] opponent shall bcanceled[S7 and S19] (A.R
7-1-3-V and VI). 7-1-3-V and VI).
7-1-3-a-5(b) ... The penalty for an infraction of this rule | ... Note: An infraction of this rule may be
FR-96 may beenforced whether or not the ball is | penalizedwhether or not the ball is snapped

shapped, and tHoul for any resulting offside
by an opponent shall Inullified [S7 and S19]

and thepenalty for any resulting offside by an
opponent shall bcanceled[S7 and S19].

7-1-3-b Penalty
FR-97

For live-ball fouls occuring when or after the
shap starts during scrimmage kick plays: ...

For live-ball fouls occuring when or after the
shap starts during scrimmage kick plors
when or after the ball is free kicked ...

7-1-4-b Penalty
FR-98

For live-ball foulsoccurring when the snap
starts during scrimmage kick plays: ...

For live-ball foulsoccuring when the snap
starts during scrimmage kick plaor when
the ball is free kicked ...

7-2-4-b When a fumble is out of bounds in advance [0fVhen a fumble is out of bounds in advance

FR-100 the spot of the fumble, the ball is returned tq the spot of the fumble, the ball is returned tq
the fumbling team at the spot of the fumble | the fumbling team at the spot of the fumble.|...
(Rule 3-2-5-a-11) ...

7-3-2-a If thrown by a Team A playewhose entire If thrown by a Team A playewho is beyond

FR-101 body is beyond the neutral zowhen he the neutral zone [S35 and S9].

releases the bal[S35 and S9].

7-3-2-f Penalty
FR-102

Exception: It is not a foul when the passer, W
is or has been outside the frame of the body
the normal tackle position toward a sideline,
throws the ball so that crosseghe neutral

zoneextended. (Rule 2-19-3JA.R. 7-3-2-I1X).

hiBxceptions:

1f1t is not a foul when the passer, who is or
been outside the frame of the body of the
normal tackle position toward a sideline,
throws the ball so thatlands in or out of
bounds beyondthe neutral zone. (A.R. 7-3¢
2-1X).

2.1t is not a foul when the passer, who is or
has been outside the frame of the body of
the normal tackle position toward a
sideline, throws the ball so that it touches
a player, an official, or anything beyond
the neutral zone.

7-3-7-a Any forward pass is incompleif the ball is | Any forward pass is incomplewhen the pass

FR-103 out of bounds by rule or if trolled by a touches the ground or is out of bounds by
player. It also is incomplete when ... rule. It also is incomplete when ...

7-3-7-C ... (Exception: lthe offended team declines | ... (Exception: Hany illegal passs thrown

FR-103 the penalty for anillegal pass thrown from thdrom the end zone, ttoffended team may
end zone, thball shall next be put in play at | accept a safety or decline the penalty and
the previous spot) accept the result of the play (A.R. 7-3-7-1I-

V).

7-3-9-c-1 Those infractions that occur during a dainn | Those infractions that occur during a down

FR-105 which a forward pass ... when a forward pass ...

7-3-9-c-2 Those infractions that occur during a dainn | Those infractions that occur during a down

FR-105 which a forward pass ... when a forward pass ...
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7-3-10 When contact that has driven an oppomott | When contact that has driven an oppornot
Exception 2 more than three yards from the neutral zong more than three yards from the neutral zoneg ...
FR-106
8-2-1-f The referee awards a touchdown under the | The referee awards a touchdown under the
FR-108 provisions of Rule 9-5 Penalty or Rule 9-2-3 provisions of Rule 9-4-Penalty or Rule 9-2-3
Penalty. Penalty.
8-3-3-a Offsetting foulsIf both teams foul during Offsetting fouls: The dowshall bereplayecif
FR-109 the down and Team B fouls before the offsetting fouls occur.Any replay after
change of possession, the fouls offset atite | offsetting penalties must be from the previoys
downis replayei, even if additional fouls spot (A.R. 8-3-3-1l and A.R. 10-1-7-XVI).
occur after the change of possessioAny
replay after offsetting penalties must be from
the previous spot (A.R. 8-3-3-I and A.R. 1071-
7-XVI).
8-3-3-b-1 ... Team A may accept the score vwpenalties | ... Team A may accept the score with personal
FR-109 for personal fouls enforced ... fouls enforced ...
8-3-3-c-3 If beforea change of team possession Tean] If a player of Team A foulsbeforeTeam B
FR-109 A commits a foul that is not offsetand gains possessioand there ino other change
during the down there isneither another of team possessicduring the down, the
change of team possessnor a score the penalty is declineor becomes an offsetting
penalty is declineby rule. foul.
8-3-3-d-1 Penalties forfouls occurring after thball is | Fouls occurring after thready-for-play signal
FR-109 ready for play and before the snap are and before the snap ¢penalizedbefore the
enforcedbefore the next snap. next snap.
8-3-3-d-2 Penalties forlive-ball foulstreated as dead- | Live-ball foulspenalizedas dead-ball fouls
FR-110 ball fouls occurring during the try down are | occurring during the try down apenalizedon
enforcedon the succeeding kickoff or from théhe succeeding kickoff or from the succeeding
succeeding spot in extra periods. (A.R. 3-2-Bspot in extra periods. (A.R. 3-2-3-VIII).
V).
8-3-3-f The penalty for interference with a kick catchThe penalty for interference with a kick catch
FR-110 is declinecby rule. Any score by Team A'is | is declinecor becomes an offsetting foul (a
canceled. score by Team A is cance)zd
8-3-4-a Distance penalties against either team are | Distance penalties against either team are
FR-110 declined by rule (ExceptiolPenalties for declined by rule (ExceptiolRule 8-3-3-d-3
flagrant personal fouls, dead-ball fouls and | (A.R. 8-3-4-1 and II).
live-ball fouls treated as dead-ball fouls are
enforced on the succeeding kickoff or at the
succeeding spot in extra period$.(A.R. 8-3-
4-1 and II).
8-3-4-c If both teams foul during the down and If there are offsetting fouls, whether one or
FR-110 Team Bhad not fouled before the change of| both occur after Team B possession, the dojvn
possessiorthe fouls offset,the down is not | is not replayed.
replaye(, and the try is over
8-3-5 Penalties forfoulsoccurring after atry are | Fouls after a try are enforced on the succeefling
FR-110 enforced on the succeeding kickoff or from thidckoff or from the succeeding spot in extra
succeeding spot in extra perioHowever, if | periods. Exception: Rule 10-1-6) (A.R. 10-1-
the try is replayed, these penalties are 7-X1X and XX).
enforced before the replay(Rule 10-1-6)
(A.R. 10-1-7VII, XIX and XX).
8-5-1-a ... or becomes dead by rule ... (or becomes dead by ri)le.
FR-111
8-5-1-b ... (Exceptios: Rule3-1-3-g-3 and8-3-4-a) ... (Exception: Rule 8-3-4) (A.R. 8-5-1-1V and
FR-112 (A.R. 8-5-1-IV and A.R. 10-2-2-XIIl and A.R. 10-2-2-XIII and XIV).

XIV).
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8-6-1-a ... (Rules 7-2-4-a and bJA.R. 6-3-9-IV, AR. | ... (A.R. 6-3-9-1V, A.R. 7-2-4-|, A.R. 8-6-1-I
FR-112 7-2-4-1, A.R. 8-6-1-1 and Il, and A.R. 10-2-2- and II, and A.R. 10-2-2-XXXIX(Rules 7-2-4-
XXXIX). a and b).
Rule 9 Title Conduct of Players and Others Conduct of Players and Others
FR-115 Subject to the Rules Subject to Rules
9-1-2-d The rectangular area exists until the ball is | The rectangular area exists until the ball is
Exception 1(c) | touched outside the area or the ball is outsiqeouched outside the area or the ball is outsig
FR-116 the area after a fumk, backward passor the area after a fumble or muff from inside the
muff from inside the area. area.
9-1-2-l,m,n [deleted — renumber subsequent paragraphs] |. No player shall use his helmet (including
FR-117 the face mask) to butt or ram an
opponent in an attempt to punish him
(A.R. 9-1-2-XVI).

m.There shall be no spearing (A.R. 9-1-2-
XVII).

n. No player shall strike a runner with the
crown or the top of his helmet in an
attempt to punish him.

9-1-2 Penalty | PENALTY (a-q)—15 yards from the basic spoPENALTY—15 yards from the basic spot or

FR-118 or 15 yards from the succeeding spot for dead-succeeding spot for dead-ball foand afirst
ball fouls. Automatic first down for Team B | down for Team B fouls if the first down is no
fouls if the first down is not in conflict with in conflict with other rules (Exception:
other rules (ExceptioiPenalties foroffensive | Offensive team personal fouls behind the
team personal fouls behind the neutral zone areeutral zone are enforced from the previous
enforced from the previous spot. Safety if the| spot. Safety if the foul occurs behind Team
foul occurs behind Team A's goal line) [S7, SPgbal line) [S7, S24, S34, S38, S39, S40, S4
S34, S38, S39, S40, S41 or S46]. Flagrant | S46]. Flagrant offenders shall be disqualified
offenders shall be disqualified [S47]. [S47].
For Team A fouls during free or scrimmage | For Team A15-yard penalty fouls during free
kick plays(field goal plays exempted) or scrimmage kick plays: Enforcement may
Enforcement may be at the previous spot or| iethe previous spot or the spot where the
spot where the subsequent dead ball belongstitsequent dead ball belongs to Tea(field
Team B(Rules 6-1-8 and 6-3-13) goal plays exempted)

9-1-4 ARTICLE 4. a. When it is obvious that a ARTICLE 3. a. When it is obvious that a

FR-119 scrimmage kick will be made, no opponent | scrimmage kick will be made, no opponent
shall run into or rough the kicker or the hold¢shall run into or rough the kicker or the holdg¢
of a place kick (A.R. 5-2-2-1 and A.R. 94k}, | of a place kick (A.R. 5-2-2-1 and A.R. 93k,
lll and VI). [l and VI).

9-1-4-a-2 ... (A.R. 9-14-11). .. (A.R. 9-1.3-11).

FR-119

9-1-4-a-5 ... (A.R. 9-14-1V). ... (A.R. 9-13-1V).

FR-119

9-1-4-b ... (A.R. 9-14-V). ... (A.R.9-13-V).

FR-120

9-1-5-a ARTICLE 5. a. No substitute, coach, ARTICLE 4. a. No substitute, coach,

FR-120 authorized attendant or any person subject f{authorized attendant or any person subject {
the rules, other than a player or official, may| the rules, other than a player or official, may
interfere in any way with the bt playeior | interfere in any way with the bzor a player
an official while the ball is in play. while the ball is in play.

9-1-5-b ... (A.R. 9-15-1-VIII). ... (A.R. 9-1-4-I-VIII).

FR-120

9-1-6 ARTICLE 6. While the ball is in play, coachgsARTICLE 5. a. While the ball is in play,

FR-121 substitutes and authorized attendants in the| coaches, substitutes and authorized attends

team area may not be between the sideline

aindhe team area may not be between the

coaching lineor on the field of play.

sideline and coaching line.
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9-1-6 Penalty | Administer as a dead-ball foul. ... Penalizeas a dead-ball foul. ...
FR-121
9-2-1-a-1 If committed while the ball is alive, these
FR-122 fouls are treated as dead-ball fouls.
9-2-1-a Penalty | Dead-ball foulor live-ball foul treated as a | Dead-ball foul. 15 yards [$527] ...
FR-122 dead-ball foul. 15 yards [S'and S27] ...
9-2-1-b 1. During the game, coaches, substitutes anfl. During the game, coaches, substitutes an
FR-123 authorized attendants in the team area shill authorized attendants in the team area sh

not be on the field of play or outside the 2
yard lines without permission from the

b- not be on the field of play or outside the 2
yard lines without permission from the

d
all
5_

referee unless legally entering or leaving the referee unless legally entering or leaving the

field (Exceptions: Rules 1-2-4-g and 3-3-8

C).
2. Team area personnel who are outside the
team area and who have involvement or
impact on live-ball play are subject to
penalty under Rule 9-5-a.
[renumber subsequent paragraphs]

c). Team area personnel who are outside
team area and who have involvement or
impact on live-ball play are subject to
penalty under Rule 9-4-a.

field (Exceptions: Rules 1-2-4-g and 3-3-8

the

9-2-1-b Penalty
FR-123

Dead-ball foul. 15 yards [Sand S27] from thg
succeeding spot. ...

Dead-ball foul. 15 yards [$B27] from the
succeeding spot. ...

9-2-2-d Penalty
FR-124

... [S27and S47].Administer as a dead-ball
foul; penalty enforcedat the succeeding spo

... [S27, S47].Penalizeas a dead-ball foul at
the succeeding spot ...

Administer as a dead-ball foul. ...

9-2-4 Penalty Penalizeas a dead-ball foul. ...

FR-124

9-3-1 ... (Exception: Rule 6-1-g). ... (Exception: Rule 6-1-hj.

FR-124

9-3-3-a Penalty | ... (ExceptionPenalties foroffensive team ... (Exception: Offensive team illegal use of
FR-125 illegal use of hands fouls ... hands fouls ...

9-3-3-b Penalty | ... (ExceptionPenalties foroffensive team ... (Exception: Offensive team holding fouls |...
FR-126 holding fouls ...

9-3-3-c Penalty
FR-126

... (ExceptionPenalties foroffensive team
illegal block fouls ...

... (Exception: Offensive team illegal block
fouls ...

9-3-3-d Penalty
FR-127

15 yards from the basic spot (Exception:
Penalties foroffensive team personal fouls

behind the neutral zone are enforced from theeutral zone are enforced from the previous

previous spot. Safety if the foul occurs behin
Team A's goal line) [S38]. Disqualification if
flagrant [S47]. For Team A fouls during a fre
or scrimmage kick pla(field-goal plays
exempted) Enforcement may be at the

previous spot or the spot where the subseqyespbt where the subsequent dead ball belong

dead ball belongs to Team B.

15 yards from the basic spot (Exception:
Offensive team personal fouls behind the

dépot. Safety if the foul occurs behind Team
goal line) [S38]. Disqualification if flagrant
gS47]. For Team £10-yard penalty fouls
during a free or scrimmage kick play:
Enforcement may be at the previous spot or

Team B(field goal plays exempted)

S

the
s to

9-3-4-c Penalty

Ten or 15 yards from the basic spot [S38, S

1Five, 100r 15 yards from the basic spot [S38,

1Ct

FR-128 S43 or S45]. S42, S43 or S45].

9-3-4-d Penalty | Ten or 15 yards from the basic spot [S38, S4Five, 10or 15 yards from the basic spot [S38,
FR-128 S43 or S45]. S42, S43 or S45].

9-3-4-e When a legal forward pass crosses the neutriVhen a legal forward pass crosses the neutral
FR-128 zone during a forward pass play and a contaaone during a forward pass play and a conta

foul that is not pass interference is committe
beyond the neutral zonethe enforcement

doul that is not pass interference is committe
the enforcement spot is the previous spot. ..

d;

spot is the previous spot. ...
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9-3-4-e Penalty
FR-128

Ten or 15 yards from thprevious spot, plus
first down if the foul occurred against an
eligible receiver before the pawastouched
[S38, S42, S43 or S45].

Five, 100r 15 yards from thbasic spot, plus
first down if the foul occurred against an
eligible receivel(other than the passer)
before the pasbeing touched [S38, S42, S43
or S45].

9-3-4-f A defensive player legally may use his hand| A defensive player legally may use his hand) or
FR-129 or arns to ward off or block an opponent ... | arm to ward off or block an opponent ...
9-3-5-b-1 ... (Rule 9-1-2n). ... (Rule 9-1-zq).
FR-129
9-3-5-b-3 Be picked up by a teammaor, be elevated, | Be picked up by a teammate, be elevated,
FR-129 propelled, or pushed. propelled, or pushed.
9-3-6 When the ball is loose, no player shall hold avhen the ball is loose, no player shall hold an
FR-129 opponer;:illegally block an opponent in the | opponent, illegally block an opponent in the
bacl; twist, turn or pull an opponent's face | back,grasp an opponent's face mask or any
mask or any helmet openiror illegally use | helmet opening, illegally use his hands or
his hands or commit a personal foul (A.R. 7{3zommit a personal foul (A.R. 7-3-9-11).
9-11).
9-3-6 Penalty | Ten or 15 yards from the basic spot Five, 100r 15 yards from the basic spot
FR-129 (Exception:Penalties forthese offensive teami(Exception: These offensive team fouls ...
fouls ...
9-4-3 Penalty | 15 yard;basic spot (Rule 10-2-2-c) [S31]. 15 yafrom the basic spot (Rule 10-2-2-c)
FR-130 [S31].
9-4-4 Penalty | 15 yard;basic spot and loss of down if the | 15 yardsfrom the basic spot and loss of down
FR-130 loss of down is not in conflict ... if the loss of down is not in conflict ...
9-5-1-a Penalty | 15 yards from the basic spotfrom the 15 yards from the basic spot or the succeedjng
FR-130 succeeding spot ... spot ...
9-5-1-b Penalty | 15 yards from the basic spotfrom the 15 yards from the basic spot or the succeedjng
FR-130 succeeding spot ... spot ...
10-1-4 If live-ball fouls by both teams are reported df live-ball fouls by both teams are reported {o
FR-132 the refereethe fouls offsetand the down is | the refereeeach such foul is an offsetting
replayed (A.R. 10-1-4-11, IX and X). foul, the penalties cancel each othegnd the
down is replayed (A.R. 10-1-4-1l, IX and X).
10-1-4 When there is a change of team possession| When there is a change of team possession
Exception 1 during a downand the team last gaining during a dowror at the end of a down by
FR-132 possessiohad not fouled before last gaining| rule, the team last gaining possessmay
possession, it may decline offsetting fouls | decline offsetting fouls and thereby retain
and thereby retain possession after possession after completion of the penalty
completion of the penalty for its foul(A.R. | for its infraction if it had not fouled before
10-1-4- 1-VIII). last gaining possessiofA.R. 10-1-4-1-VIII).
10-1-5 ... [Exception: When unsportsmanlike or dedd- [Exception: When unsportsmanlike or degd-
FR-133 ball personal fouls by both teams are reportg¢tall personal fouls by both teams are reported
to the referee and before any of the penaltigsto the referee and before any of the penalties
have been completed, the fouls offset ... have been complet¢or the order of
occurrence cannot be determinegdthe fouls
offset ...
10-1-6 ... (including live-ball fouldreated as dead- | ... (including live-ball foulspenalizedas dead-
FR-133 ball fouls) ... ball fouls) ...
10-1-7 Penalties forfouls that occur between the erjd-ouls that occur between the end of the foufth
FR-133 of the fourth period ... period ...
10-2-2-b Snap. The enforcement spot for fouls occurrirSnap or free kick—The enforcement spot fo
FR-134 simultaneously with a snap is the previous | fouls occurring simultaneously with a srory

spot.However, see Rule 6-3-13Rules 7-1-3-

free kick is the previous spot (Rul6-1-2-a,

b and 7-1-4-b) (A.R. 10-2-2-1).

7-1-3-b and 7-1-4-b) (A.R. 10-2-2-1).
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10-2-2-c Running plays. The basic spots for fouls that| Running plays—The basicenforcementspotle
FR-134 occur during running plays in the field of playfor fouls that occur during running plays in the
or end zone are as follows ... field of play or end zone are as follows ...
10-2-2-c-1 ... the basic spot is the end of the related rui... the basienforcementspot is the end of the
FR-134 (ExceptionsPenalties foroffensive team related run (Exceptions: Offensive team
facemask, illegal use of hands, holding, illegdacemask, illegal use of hands, holding, illegal
block and personal fouls ... block and personal fouls ...
10-2-2-c-2 ... the basic spot is the previous spot ... the basienforcementspot is the previous
FR-134 (ExceptionsPenalties foroffensive team spot (Exceptions: Offensive team facemask
facemask, illegal use of hands, holding, illeddllegal use of hands, holding, illegal block an
block and personal fouls ... personal fouls ...
10-2-2-c-3 ... the basic spot is the end of the related rui ... the basienforcementspot is the end of the
FR-134 related run ...
10-2-2-d Pass plays. The basic spot for fouls during a | Pass plays—Fhe basicenforcementspot for
FR-134 legal forward pass play is the previous spot | fouls during a legal forward pass play is the
previous spot ...
10-2-2-d Enforcepenalties forfacemask, illegal use of| Enforce facemask, illegal use of hands,
Exception 4 hands, holding, illegal block and personal fol®Iding, illegal block and personal fouls ...
FR-135
10-2-2-e Kick plays. The basic spot for fouls that occufKick plays—The basicenforcementspot for
FR-135 during a legal free or scrimmage kick play .J.fouls that occur during a legal free or
scrimmage kick play ...
10-2-2-e Penalties foroffensive team facemask, illegdlOffensive team facemask, illegal use of hangs,
Exception 4 use of hands, holding, illegal block and holding, illegal block and personal fouls ...
FR-135 personal fouls ...
10-2-2-e 5. Penalties for all fouls by the kicking team | 5. Offside by Team A on a free kick with
Exception 5 other than kick-catch interference (Rule Team B in possession may be enforced
FR-135 6-4) during a free kick play or a from the previous spot or the subsequent
scrimmage kick play (field-goal plays dead-ball spot.
exempted) may be enforced at the 6. For live-ball fouls occurring when the
previous spot or at the spot where the shap starts during scrimmage kick plays:
subsequent dead ball belongs to Team B| Five yards from the previous spot or five
(Rules 6-1-8 and 6-3-13). yards from the spot where the subsequen
dead ball belongs to Team B (Rules 7-1-3
b and 7-1-4-b).
7. For live-ball fouls by Team A occurring
between the snap and dead-ball spots wit|
Team B in possession, enforcement may
be at the previous spot or subsequent
dead-ball spot (Rules 9-1-2 and 9-3-3).
10-2-2-f-1 The enforcement spot is the goal line for foul§he enforcement spot is the goal line for foyls
FR-136 by theopponent of the team in possession .| by theopponentsof the team in possession |..
10-2-2-f-3 The enforcement spot is the goal line for fol§he enforcement spot is the goal line for foyls
FR-136 by theopponent of the team in possession .. by theopponentsof the team in possession
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10-2-2-g-1 1.Fouls by the non-scoring teanduring a 1.Personal-foul penalties for fouls by
FR-136 down that ends in a touchdown: opponents of the scoring team during a dgwn
a. Penalties fopersonalfouls areenforced that ends in a touchdown epenalizedon
on the try or the succeeding kick, at the | the try or the succeeding kick. The
option of the scoring team. If there is no| captain of the offended team has the
kickoff the accepted penalty is enforced| choice (A.R. 10-2-2-XLIII).
on the try.
b.Penalties for all other fouls are declined
by rule, unless such foul(s) occur while
the fouling team is in possession after a
change of team possession, in which case
Rule 5-2-4 applies. (A.R. 6-3-2-V)
10-2-2-g-2 Penalties fordefensive pass interference foyl®efensive pass interference fouls on a try fr
FR-136 on a try from the three-yard line eenforced | the three-yard line apenalizedone-half the
one-half the distance to the goal line ... distance to the goal line ...
10-2-2-g-3 When a foul(s) occurs after a touchdown anfiwWhen a foul(s) occurs after a touchdown an
FR-136 before the ball is ready for play on the try or| before the ball is ready for play on the try or
there was a live-ball foitreated as a dead-ballthere was a live-ball foipenalizedas a dead-
foul on the touchdown play, enforcement is phall foul on the touchdown play, enforcemern
the try or the succeeding kick, at the option | is on the try or the succeeding kick. The
of the offended team (A.R. 3-2-3-VI). captain of the offended teaihas the choice
(A.R. 3-2-3-VI).
10-2-2-g-5 Penalties forfouls during and after a try dowhFouls during and after a try down are
FR-137 areadministered under Rules 8-3-3, 8-3-4 arnjpenalizedunder Rules 8-3-3, 8-3-4 and 8-3-
8-3-5 (A.R. 3-2-3-VII-VIII). (A.R. 3-2-3-VII-VIII).
10-2-2-h Distance penalties for fouls leither team Distance penalties for fouls Ithe receiving
FR-137 during a free kick may not extena team's | team may not exterthe receivingteam's
restraining line behind its five-yard line. restraining line behind its five-yard line.
Penalties thewould otherwise place the Penalties that place the restraining lof the
restraining line behina team'sfive-yard line | receiving teambehindits five-yard line are
are enforced from the next succeeding spot| enforced from the next succeeding spot.
11-1-4 ... A prescribed uniforralsoincludes: ... ... A prescribed uniform includes: ..
FR-139
11-2-1-c The referee shaindicate that the ballis ready| The referee shadeclare the ball ready for
FR-139 for play ... The referee shall time t40/25- play ... The referee shall time the 25-second
second count when it is not assigned ... count when it is not assigned ...
11-8-1-a ... timing the40/25-second count ... ... timing the 25-second caunt .
FR-143
12-3-2-b A legal forward pass touched by originally | A legal forward pass touched by an ineligibl
FR-145 ineligible receiver. receiver.
12-3-3-a A runner judgemot to have been down by | A runner judged to have benot down by
FR-145 rule. rule.(Note: If arunner isruled down, the
play is not reviewable.)
12-3-3-d [renumber paragraphs]
through |
FR-146
12-3-3-h Clock adjustment when a ruling on the field jClock adjustment when a ruling on the field
FR-146 reversedThe replay official may correct an | reversed.
egregious game-clock error.
12-3-3- ... (Rules 9-15 and 9-2-3-c). ... (Rules 9-14 and 9-2-3-c).
FR-146
12-3-4 Title Limitations on Reviewable Plays Plays Not Reviewable
FR-146
12-4-1 ... A minimum of three persons shall be utilized A minimum of three persons shall be utiliz
FR-146 to ensurethat all plays are reviewed ... to insure that all plays are reviewed ...
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2007

12-5-1-a ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-k} ... ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-i3-...

FR-147

12-5-1-b-1 ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-k} ... ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-i3-...

FR-147

12-5-1-b-5 [sentence deleted] ... If all team timeouts have been used, a

FR-148 delay penalty will be assessed.

12-5-2-a ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-k} ... ... (Exception: Rule 12-3-i3-...

FR-148

12-6-1-c [sentence deleted] ... If there is no television available, all videg

FR-149 pictures will come from the in-stadium video

board production.

12-6-1-d-1 If the video evidence confirms the on-field | If the video evidence confirms the on-field

FR-149 ruling: ruling:
"After review,the ruling on the field is "After review,video confirms the call on
confirmed.” the field."

12-6-1-d-3 If the on-field ruling is reversed: If the on-field ruling is reversed:

FR-149 "After review, the ruling is [followed by 4 "After review, the rulincon the field is
brief description of the video evidence]. reversed[followed by a brief description
Therefore, [followed by a brief descriptiqgn  of the video evidence]. Therefore,
of what the reversal means]." [followed by a brief description of what

the reversal means]."
12-6-2-a There is no restriction on the number of timeg:Although each head coach is limited to one
FR-149 the replay official may stop a game to reviewchallenge per gamethere is no restriction on

an on-field ruling.

the number of times the replay official may
stop a game to review an on-field ruling.
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Approved
Ruling 2008 2007

1-4-5-11 ... (Rules3-3-6 and 3-4-2-b-2). ..Rule 3-3-6 and 3-4-2-b-2).

Fl-4

1-4-6-1 After the ball is ready for play, an official During the 25-second countan official

FI-5 identifies a player(s) ... identifies a player(s) ...

2-2-7- B1 attempts to catch a punt (no fair catch | B1 attempts to catch a punt (no fair catch

FI-6 signal) that crosses the neutral zosteikes his| signal) that crosses the neutral zand strikes
shoulder (a muff) ... his shoulder (a muff) ...

2-3-3- On a forward pass play, A75 is blocking B66 On a forward pass play, A75 is blocking B66

FI-7 at the waistbehind the neutral zone. While | behind the neutral zone. While A75 maintai
A75 maintains contact, A47 subsequently | contact, A47 subsequently blocks B66 at hig
blocks B66 at his thigh. RULING: Chop blockthigh. RULING: Chop block. Previous-spot
15 yards from the previous spot. enforcement

2-3-3- As the flow of the play moves to the left, rigljtAs the flow of the play moves to the left, righ

FI-7 tackle A77 is disengaging from his contact |tackle A77 is disengaging from his contact
above the thighwith B50 when A27 blocks | with B50 when A27 blocks B50 at his knee.
B50 at his knee. RULING: Chop bloc15 RULING: Chop block. Basic-spot
yards from the basic spot. Previous-spot enforcement Previous-spot enforcement if tie
enforcement if the foul occurs behind the | foul occurs behind the neutral zone.
neutral zone.

2-3-3-1vV ... RULING: (a) Legal blocks. (kFoul, chop | ... RULING: (a) Legal blocks. (b) Chop block.

Fl-7 block. Basic-spot enforcement.

2-19-2-| Al intends to throw a forward pass, but B1 | Al intends to throw a forward pass, but B1

FI-8 bats the ball from his hand before Ahand bats the ball from his hand before Al's arm
or arm starts forward. RULING: Fumble (Rujestarts forward. RULING: Fumble (Rule 2-10
2-10-1). 1).

2-23-1 ... RULING: ... (b)Ball continues in play.The| ... RULING: ... (b) The snap is a backward pass

FI-9 shap is a backward pass and may be advancaid may be advanced by the defense.
by the defense.

3-2-3-VII ... Penalties forpersonal fouls may be ... Personal fouls may be enforced on the

Fl-11 enforced on the subsequent kickoff or the | subsequent kickoff or the succeeding spot i
succeeding spot in extra periods. extra periods.

3-2-3-Vll ... RULING: The try may be repeated due tojan RULING: The try may be repeated due to

FI-11 accepted penalty for a live-ball foul that accepted penalty for a live-ball foul that
occurred during the t; the penalty for the occurred during the t.yThe dead-ball foul
dead-ball foul will then also be enforced on ftpenalty will then also be enforced on the
replayed try. The period is not extended to | replayed try. The period is not extended to
enforcea penalty for a dead-ball foul. If enforce a dead-ball foul. If acceptthe
acceptedthis penalty must be enforced on thegenalty must be enforced on the kickoff to s
kickoff to start the next period or at the the next period or at the succeeding spot in
succeeding spot in extra periods. extra periods.

3-2-6- The ball is snapped before itmade ready for | The ball is snapped before itdeclared ready

Fl-12 play, or a false start occurs. ... for play, or a false start occurs. ...

3-3-2- ... RULING: The 40-second clock starts ... RULING: (a) The referee immediately will

FlI-12 when the ball is declared dead(a) The signal the clock to start. (b) The clock will start
referee immediately will signal ttgameclock | on theready-for-play signal.
to start. (b) Thegameclock will start on the
referee'ssignal.

3-3-5-Villl ... RULING: Legal. The starting of ttplay ... RULING: Legal. The starting of tt25-

Fl-14 clock will not be delayed to accommodate | second countwill not be delayed to
Al12's trip to the sideline. accommodate A12's trip to the sideline.

3-5-2-1ll A33, an incoming substitute, enters the huddle After the ready-for-play signal, A33, an

FI-15 Tincoming substitute, enters the huddle ...
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Ruling 2008 2007

3-5-2-1v After theball is made ready for play, After theready-for-play signal, substitute B11

FI-16 substitute B12 enters the huddle ... enters the huddle ...

3-5-2-VII Team A has 11 players in the huddle. A81 | Team A has 11 players in the hudat the

FI-16 mistakenly ... ready-for-play signal. A81 mistakenly ...

4-1-3- While Al is holding the ball for a place kick, | While Al is holding the ball for a place kica,

FI-17 Team B plays the ball ... Team Bplayer tackles him or plays the ball .,

4-1-4- Snapper Al snaps the ball before the isall | Snapper Al snaps the ball befthe official

FI-18 madeready for play. A2 muffs the snap and| declaresthe ball ready for play. A2 muffs the
B1 recovers the ball. RULING: Dead-ball fyylsnap and B1 recovers the ball. RULING: De
Team A snap infraction Penalty ... ball foul. Penalty ...

4-2-1-l1 ... (Rules 9-15-a and 9-2-3). ... (Rules 94ta and 9-2-3).

FI-18

5-1-3-V A6 hasthe ball in his possession aischot A6, with the ball in his possession and not

FI-20 controlled by an opponeras hedives over ... | controlled by an opponent, dives over ...

5-1-3-VI A5, with the ball breaking the plane of the gg&5, with the ball breaking the plane of the ggal

FI-20 line while in his possession, dives over the gdiake while in his possession, dives over the ¢
line and is knocked back to the one-yard ling¢Jine and is knocked back to the one-yard ling
where any part cA5's body except his hand ¢rvhere any part cthe runner's body except hig
foot touches the ground. RULING: hand or foot touches the ground. RULING:
TouchdownThe ball is dead when it breaks | Touchdown.
the plane of the goal line in A5's possession

5-2-2-| ... (Rule 9-14-a). ... (Rule 9-13-a).

FI-20

5-2-3-I Team A's fourth-down legal forward pass | Team A's fourth-down legal forward pass

FI-20 strikes the ground after it touches an touches an originally ineligible receiver who
originally ineligible receiver who is illegally | illegally beyond the neutral zoiin the field of
beyond the neutral zone. ... play and then strikes the ground ...

5-2-7-I ... RULING: First and goal for Team Aat the | ... RULING: Team /s ball onthe nine-yard

Fl-21 nine-yard line. ... line. First and goal.

5-2-7-V ... After the ball ismade ready for play ... ... After the ball declaredready for play ...

Fl-22

5-2-7-VI ... After the ball ismade ready for play ... ... After the ball declaredready for play ...

Fl-22

6-1-2-VII Team A is offside on its free kick and B17 | Team A is offside on its free kick and B17

Fl-24 catches the ball ihis 15-yard line. B17 returnscatches the ball the 15-yard line. B17 returns
the ball tohis 45-yard line where he fumbles | the ball tathe 45-yard line where he fumbles
and A67 recovers at tiTeam B's47. A67 and A67 recovers at the -yard line. A67 then
then runs to thTeam B 35-yard line where hé¢runs to the 35-yard line where he fumbles, v
fumbles, with B20 recovering his 33-yard B20 recovering athe 33-yard line where he is
line where he is downed. RULIN(Foul by downed. RULING: Team's options are first
Team A for offside. Team Bmay choose to |and 10 at the 33-yard line, ofTeam A
have Team Akick again after a five-yard kicking again after a five-yard penalty from
penalty from the previous sy, or Team B the previous spoB20's recovery started a
may have first and 10 at its 38-yard line run, after a change of team possession, tha

is not covered by rule.
6-1-3-I ... RULING: Unlessthere isan accepted ... RULING: Unlesscanceled byan accepted
Fl-24 penalty, Team B may elect to take the ball .| penalty, Team B may elect to take the ball ..
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Ruling

2008

2007

6-2-1-|
FI-25

A kickoff from Team A's 30-yard line goes o
of bounds untouched by Team B. RULING:
Team Bhas three options. Itmay accept a
five-yard penalty from the previous spot with
Team A kicking from the 25-yard line, or put
the ball in play at Team B40-yard line at the
inbounds spot, cput the ball in play at the
inbounds spaafter a five-yard penalty from
the spotwhere the ball went out of bounds.

UA kickoff from Team A's 30-yard line goes o
of bounds untouched by Tean, and no other
foul (or violation) occurs. RULING: Team B
may accept a five-yard penalty from the
previous spot with Team A kicking from the
25-yard line, olTeam B mayput the ball in
play at Team B's 35-yard line at the inbound
spot or at the inbounds spot where the ball
went out of boundsTeam B may put the ball
in play following a penalty at the dead ball
spot.

(%)

6-2-1-Il
FI-25

A kickoff from Team A's 30-yard line goes o
of bounds untouched by Team B, and Tean
has illegally touched the kick. RULING: Tea
B hasfour options: it may snathe ball at the
spot of violation; accept a five-yard penalty
from the previous spot with Team A kicking
from the 25-yard lineput the ball in play at
the inbounds spot on its4C-yard line; or put

the ball in play at the inbounds spot five yardsvent out of bounds (Rt 7-1-3-b Penalty.

from where the ball went out of bounds (Rul
6-1-9.

UA kickoff from Team A's 30-yard line goes o
Af bounds untouched by Team B, and Tearm|
mhas illegally touched the kick. RULING: Tea
B hasthree options: It may snap at the spot ¢
violation; accept a five-yard penalty from the
previous spot with Team A kicking from the
25-yard line; or put the ball in play at the

inbounds spot five yards from where the bal

1%

=

D

6-2-1-1V
FI-25

... (Rule6-1-8).

... (Rule7-1-3-b Penalty.

6-2-1-V
FI-25

Team Akicks off at its 30-yard line. The

untouched free kick goes out of bounds at théounds at the Team B 34-yard line. RULING:

Team B 34-yard line. RULING: Team B may
choose to have the ball free kicked after a fi
yard penalty from the previous spot, or put t
ball in play at the Team 40-yard line.

Team £'s untouched free kick goes out of

Team B may choose to have the ball free
kicked after a five-yard penalty from the
nprevious spot, or put the ball in play at the
Team B 39-yard line.

6-2-2-
FI-26

... RULING: Team B has the choice of Tean
kicking again after a five-yarpenalty
followed by a12 1/2-yard penalty, or putting
the ball in play at the inbounds s onTeam
A's 45-yard line oat the inbounds spot20
yards beyond the spot where the ball went d
of bounds.

A RULING: Team B has the choice of Tean
kicking again after a five-yarand 12 1/2-yard
penalty, or putting the ball in plzat the 50-
yard line at the inbounds spot or 20 yards
beyond theénbounds spot where the ball wen
wiut of bounds.

6-2-2-V
FI-26

... RULING: Team A is offside. Five-yard
penaltyfrom the previous spot or five yards
from the spot where the subsequent dead b
belongs to Team B (Rules 2-1Jand 6-1-2-a).

... RULING: Team A is offside. Five-yard

penalty previous spot or five yards from the
afipot where the subsequent dead ball belong
Team B (Rules 2-11,5-1-2-a).

sto

6-3-1-|
FI-26

A Team A punt crosses the neutral zohlee
ball is touched (not blocked) by a Team B
player and then rebounds behind the zone,
where it is recovered by Team A in the field
play. RULING: The ball is dead and may no
be advanced. First down for Team A (Rules
3-3 and 6-3-6-aClock starts on the snap
following a legal kick down.

A Team A punt crosses the neutral z, and
the ball is touched (not blocked) by a Team
player and then rebounds behind the zone,
ofvhere it is recovered by Team A in the field
play. RULING: The ball is dead and may no
@e advanced. First down for Team A (Rules
3-3 and 6-3-6-a).

8]

6-3-2-I
FI-28

... RULING: Team A may have the ball whelje.. RULING: Team A may have the ball where

left by the penalty for Team B's foul; Lifit
Team A declinesthe penalty, Team will
have the ball by electing the touching violati

left by the penalty for Team B's foul; but
declining the penaltypermits Team Bto have
pthe ball by electing the touching violation.
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Ruling 2008 2007
6-3-2-1l1 Players of both teanattempt to recover a Players of both teamattempting to recover a
FI-28 blocked kick behind Team A's scrimmage lifidlocked kick behind Team A's scrimmage lin
forcing the ball across the neutral zone. ... |[force the ball across the neutral zone. ...
6-3-2-1V Team A commits illegal touching. ... Team A comnarsillegal touching. ...
FI1-28
6-3-2-V Team A's pungoes beyond the neutral zone| Team A's punt is first touched by A80, then
FI-28 and is first touched by A80, then picked up hyicked up by B40, who runs five yards and
B40, who runs five yards and fumbles. A20 | fumbles. A20 picks up the fumble and score
picks up the fumble and scores. During A20|During A20's run, B70 holds. RULING: Five1
run, B70 holds. RULING: Five- and 10-yard | and 10-yard penalties are not administered
penalties are not administered on the try or flke try or the succeeding kickoff. Team B's
succeeding kickofiThe penalty for Team B's | foul is declined by rule. The ball belongs to
foul is declined by rule. The ball belongs to | Team B at the spot of illegal touching.
Team B at the spot of illegal touchi(Rule
10-2-2-g-1-b).
6-3-2-VI ... RULING: A20 is guilty of illegal touching. | ... RULING: Team A accepts the penalty.
FI-28 Team A accepts the penafor B85's foul. Team B's ball, first and 10 at Team B's 35-y,
Team B's ball, first and 10 at Team B's 35-yjlide after enforcement of the live-ball foul
line after enforcement ¢he penalty forthe | penalizedas a dead-ball foul.
live-ball foul treated as a dead-ball fouThe
illegal-touching privilege is not cancelled by
the accepted penalty because enforcement |s
after the ball is dead.
6-3-4-111 Team A's long field goal attempt is first Team A's long field goal attempt is first
FI-29 touched when Al bats the rolling ball touched when Alegally bats the rolling ball
backward into nearby B1. RULINGIllegal into nearby B1. RULING: Team B is not
touching by A1.Team B is not deemed to | deemed to have touched the ball (Rule 8-4-
have touched the ball (Rule 8-4-2-b). b).
6-3-4-1V ... RULING: The ball is dead when it toucheg ... RULING: Touchback—Ignore touching by
FI-29 the ground in the end zoneTouchback— A80. Neither team has touched the kicked b
Ignore touching by A8(BY rule, neither team| (Rule 8-6-1-b).
has touched the kicked ball (Rule 8-6-1-b).
6-3-9-I1 ... RULING: Dead-ball foul after the ... RULING: Team B's ball, first and 10 on th
FI-30 touchback. Team B's ball, first and 10 on thg 10-yard line (Exception: Rule 8-4-2-b).
10-yard lineafter enforcement of the penalty
at Team B's 20(Exception: Rule 8-4-2-b).
6-3-9-1lI Team A's scrimmage kick goes into Team B[ eam A's scrimmage kick goes into Team B
FI-30 end zone untouched by Team B beyond the| end zoneand the ball isuntouched by Team
neutral zona2Team A commits a personal follbeyond the neutral zo, and Team A commitg
after the ball touches the ground in the end | a personal foul after the ball touches the
zone. RULING:Dead-ball foul. Team B's ball] ground in the end zone. RULING: Team B's
first and 10 on the 35-yard line. ... ball, first and 10 on the 35-yard line. ...
6-3-11-1 RULING: No foul by Team A. B1's foul is RULING: Team B's ball, first and 10 on the
FI-30 governed by postscrimmage kick rules. 10-yard line.
Team B's ball, first and 10 on the 10-yard line.
6-4-1-1ll Penalty—(aand (b): 15 yards for interferencgPenalty—(a15 yards for interference with
FI-31 with the opportunity to catch the kick. the opportunity to catch the kick; or (b) 15
yards for interference with the opportunity tg
catch the kick.
6-4-1-VII RULING: Two fouls by Team A.Team B RULING: Team B mayelect the interference
FI-32 mayaccept or decline eithempenalty. for penaltyor decline it and consider thekick out
kick-catch interference or for the freekick | of bounds.
out of bounds.
6-4-1-X ... B18,starting at the 20-yard line, must ... B18,who wasat the 20-yard line, must
FI-32 detour around A92 ... detour around A92 ...
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Ruling 2008 2007

6-5-1-I After a valid or invalid signal, B1 mufithe After a valid or invalid signal, B1 muffs and

FI-33 punt and B2, who did not signal, catches ... | B2, who did not signal, catches ...

6-5-1-111 ... RULING: There is no rule against a receiyer. RULING: There is no rule against a recei

FI-33 going out of bounds during a kick. The going out of bounds during a kicThe signal
inbounds catch is legal, and the ball is dead] is valid or invalid; the inbounds catch is legd

and the ball is dead.

6-5-2-I B1 gives a fair catch signabefore a muff by | B1 signalsbefore a muff by B2, and then B1

FI-33 B2, and then B1 catches or recovers ... catches or recovers ...

6-5-2-1V Team A punts. After signaling for a fair catchTeam A puntsB1, after signaling for a fair

FI-34 on his 20-yard lineB1 deliberately lets the bdllcatch on his 20-yard line, deliberately lets th
strike the ground ... ball strike the ground ...

6-5-3-I ... RULING: The signals are of no consequendg,. RULING: Not an invalid signal,and the

FI-34 since the ball did not cross the neutral zone, | ball remains alive (Rule 2-7-1-a).
and the ball remains alive (Rule 2-7-1-a).

6-5-5-1 Penalty—10 yards from the previous sont | Penalty—10 yards from the previous spot.

FI-35 from the spot where the subsequent dead
ball belongs to Team B

7-1-3-VIII 1.... Team Edead-ball foul, offside. ... 1.... Team B foul, offside. ...

FI-37 2.... Team Edead-ball foul, offside. ... 2.... Team B foul, offside. ...
3.... Team Adead-ball foul, false start. ... 3.... Team A foul, false start. ...

7-1-3-1X 1.... Team Edead-ball foul. ... 1.... Team B foul. ...

FI-38 2.... Team Edead-ball foul. ... 2....Team B foul. ...

7-1-3-XIII ... RULING: Live-ball foul at the snap for ... RULING: lllegal motion. ...

FI-38 illegal motion. ...

7-1-4- ... RULING: All 11 Team A players must ... RULING: All 11 Team A players must

FI-39 remain stationary for one second before the| remain stationary for one second before the
shap, otherwise it ia live-ball foul at the shap, otherwise it is an illegal shift.
snap for an illegal shift.

7-1-4-l1 ... RULING: If A1, who moved, did not halt | ... RULING: If A1, who moved, did not halt

FI-39 with the other Team A players for one secorjavith the other Team A players for one secor
before the snap, it a live-ball foul at the before the snap, it is an illegal shift. Penalty;
shap for an illegal shift. Penalty—Five yards| Five yards from the previous spot (Rule 2-22
from the previous spot (Rule 2-22-1). 1).

7-1-5-1 ... RULING: Team Adead-ball foul, illegal ... RULING: Team A foul, illegal snap. ...

FI-39 snap. ...

7-1-5-11 ... RULING: Team B foul and the biremains | ... RULING: Team B foul and the bid dead.

FI-40 dead. ...

7-2-4-| B20 intercepts a legal forward pass (a) in higB20 intercepts a legal forward pass (a) in hi

Fl-41 end zone, (b) on his three-yard line, and his| end zone, (b) on his three-yard line, and his
momentum carries him into his end zone, o1 (@pmentum carries him into his end zone, o
in the field of play and retreats into his end | in the field of play and retreats into his end
zone(no momentum) In each instance ... zone. In each instance ...

7-3-2- ... RULING: lllegalforward pass. Penalty— | ... RULING: lllegal pass. Penalty—Five yard

Fl-41 Five yards and loss of down from the spot of and loss of down from the spot of the foul. T
the foul. The clock will start on the ready-for} clock will start on the ready-for-play signal
play signal (Ruls 3-2-5-a-8and 3-4-3. (Rule 3-2-5-a-8).

7-3-2-1l1 ... RULING: lllegalforward pass, not a valid | ... RULING: lllegal pass, not a valid attempt

Fl-41 attempt to conserve timPenalty—Five yards| conserve time.

from the spot of the pass and loss of down.
Clock starts on the ready-for-play signal

(Rules 3-2-5-a-8 and 3-4-3).

o
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Ruling 2008 2007
7-3-2-1V ... RULING: lllegalforward pass, not a valid | ... RULING: lllegal pass, not a valid attempt
Fl-41 attempt to conserve timPenalty—Five yards| conserve time.
from the spot of the pass and loss of down.
Clock starts on the ready-for-play signal
(Rules 3-2-5-a-8 and 3-4-3).
7-3-2-V ... RULING: lllegalforward pass, not a valid | ... RULING: lllegal pass, not a valid attempt
Fl-42 attempt to conserve timPenalty—Five yards| conserve time.
from the spot of the pass and loss of down.
Clock starts on the ready-for-play signal
(Rules 3-2-5-a-8 and 3-4-3).
7-3-2-VI With seconds remaining in a half and the ballwith seconds remaining in a half and the ball
Fl-42 ready for play, Team A quickly lines up and | declaredready for play, Team A quickly line
the ball is legally snapped to quarterback A12ip and the ball is legally snapped to
who throws the ball forward directly to the | quarterback A12, who throws the ball forwarnd
ground. Team A's formation was not legal af directly to the ground. Team A's formation w
the snap. When the ball becomes dead, twq| not legal at the snap. When the ball becomeg
seconds show on the game clock. RULING:| dead, two seconds show on the game clock|
lllegal formation. Penalty—Five yards from | RULING: lllegal formation. Penalty—Five
the previous spot. The clock starts on the | yards from the previous spot. The clock star
ready-for-play signal (Rule 3-4-3) on thenext snap
7-3-2-1X ... RULING: Legal play. It is not intentional | ... RULING: It is not intentional grounding
Fl-42 grounding when a passer, who is outside thgwhen a passer, who is outside the frame of the
frame of the normal tackle position, and facihgormal tackle position, and facing loss of
loss of yardage, throws a forward pass that | yardage, throws a forward pass tlands
crosses theneutral zone extended. beyond the neutral zone, even if no eligible
offensive player(s) has a reasonable
opportunity to catch the ball (including if
the ball lands out of bounds over a sideline
[neutral zone extend] or endline).
7-3-4-1l1 ... Penalty—Ten or 15 yards from the previous... Penalty—Five, 100or 15 yards from the
FI-43 spot. previous spot.
7-3-4-1V Wide receiver A88 iblocked out of bounds | Wide receiver A88 iforced out of bounds by
FI-43 by B1 and then runs 20 yards before returnipB1 and then runs 20 yards before returning
to the field of play. A88 catches a legal pasq the field of play. A88 catches a legal pass in
Team B's end zone. RULIN(Foul for illegal | Team B's end zone. RULIN(Loss of down
touching due to A88's failure to return at the previous spot due to A88's failure to
inbounds immediately. Penalty—Loss of return inbounds immediately.
down at the previous spot
7-3-5-1 Team B touches the legal forward pass neaf ieam B touches the legal forward pass nea
FI-43 sideline whileoriginally eligible Al is out of | sideline while Al is out of bounds.
bounds. ...
7-3-6-VII A86 is legallyblocked out of bounds ... A86 is legalforced out of bounds ...
Fl-44
7-3-6-VIII B33 leaps from out of bounds and is airborngB33 leaps from out of bounds and is airborn
Fl-44 as he receives Team A's legal forward pass| &ehe receives Team A's legal forward pass

completes the interception by landing (ajn
the field of playor (b) in Team B's end zo e
and is then tackled.RULING: B33 is a runne

lands in the field of pla(or Team B's end
zone) completing the interception RULING:
B33 is a runner until he loses player posses

He

5ion

until he loses player possession or the ball | or the ball becomes dead by rule. First and 10
becomes dead by rul(a) First and 10 for for Team B(or possibly a touchback)(Rules
Team B.(b) Touchback. (Rules 4-1-3-c, 4-2-| 4-1-3-c, 4-2-3-a, 5-1-1-e and 7-3-4).
3-a, 5-1-1-e and 7-3-4).
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7-3-6-1X ... RULING: lllegal touching. A84 loses ... RULING: A84is a runner until he loses
FI-45 eligibility by going out of bounds. Penalty— | player possession or the ball becomes dead
Loss of down at the previous spot (Rules 4-2by rule. Loss of down at the previous spot
3-a and 7-3-4). (Rules 4-2-3-a and 7-3-4).
7-3-6-XII ... in the process (going to the ground ... ... in the processcoming to the ground ...
FI-45
7-3-6-XIII ... in the process (@oing to the ground ... ... in the processcoming to the ground ...
FI-45
7-3-7- ... Eligibility of the touching player does not | ... Eligibility of the touching player does not
FI-46 affect this ruling(Rule 4-2-3-a) affect this ruling.
7-3-7-1V ... RULING: Team B may accethe penalty |... RULING: Team B may accept a safety or
Fl-46 which results in a safety, or take the result of take the result of the plai.e., first down on
the play a first down on Team A's 20-yard | Team A's 20-yard line).
line).
7-3-8-1V ... B1, a back, legally blocks him ... ... B1, altexc legally blocks him ...
Fl-47
7-3-8-V ... B1, a back, who legally pushes him ... ... Blhaaker, who legally pushes him ...
Fl-47
7-3-8-VI At the snap,A88is on the line of scrimmage| Team A lines up at the snap withA88
Fl-47 10 yardsfrom the tackle positionand A44is | spread 10 yardswide and A44 four yards to
in the backfield, four yards to his inside. ... | his inside. ...
7-3-8-VIII ... B1, theback, attempts to block him. ... ... B1, tbacker, attempts to block him. ...
FI-48
7-3-8-1X ... After a catchable forward pass is thrown @nd Afterthe ball, a catchable forward pe,ss
FI-48 beforethe ball touches A88 ... thrown and beforit touches A88 ...
7-3-8-XIV ... A88 breaks to the inside towethe ... A88 breaks to the inside towzattatchable
FI-49 catchable forward pass. ... forward pass. ...
7-3-9-I ... Penalty—Ten or 15 yards from the previous... Penalty—Five, 100or 15 yards from the
FI-50 spot (Rule 9-3-6). previous spot (Rule 9-3-6).
7-3-11-1 Late in the half, quarterback A10, who has rjdtate in the half, quarterback A10, who has 1
FI-51 been outside the frame of the body of the | been outside the frame of the body of the
normal tackle position, throws a desperatior] normal tackle position, throws a desperatior
pass to intentionally save yardage that falls | pass to intentionally save yardage that falls
incomplete after ineligible A5touches the incomplete aftefirst touching ineligible A58.
ball in an attempt to catch it RULING: Foul | RULING: Penalty—Loss of down at the spo
for intentional grounding. No foul for illegal | of the pass. The clock starts on the snap (R
touching since the pass is illegaPenalty— | 3-2-5-¢, 7-3-2-f).
Loss of down at the spot of the pass. The clpck
starts on the snap (Rules 3-2-and 7-3-2-f).
8-3-2- ... RULING: One-point safe,yor Team A may| ... RULING: One-point safety cthe option of
FI-53 acceptthe penalty from the basic spot for | acceptingthe penalty from the basic spot for
illegally kicking the ball (Rules 8-3-1 and 8-3-llegally kicking the ball (Rules 8-3-1 and 8-3
3-b-1)and replay the down 3-b-1).
8-3-2-1V ... RULING: The ball is dead where picked yp.. RULING: The ball is dead where picked U
FI-53 by A2. The try isended by A2. The try icover.
8-3-2-VI ... RULING: (a) B3 may advance the ball. (b)... RULING: (a) B3 may advance the ball. (b
FI-54 The ball is dead, the try ended(Rule 8-3-1). | The ball is dead, the try over (Rule 8-3-1).
8-3-2-VII ... RULING: No score, the try iended and ... RULING: No score, the try iover, and the
FI-54 the penalty is declined by rule (Rule 8-3-4-b) penalty is declined by rule (Rule 8-3-4-b).
8-3-2-VIllI ... RULING: (a) Award Team B two points. (b).. RULING: (a) Award Team B two points. (
FI-54 No score, the try iended and ... No score, the try iover, and ...
8-5-1-1V ... RULING: Safet, sincethe penalty leaves | ... RULING: Safet. Enforce from the basic
FI-58 the ball in Team B's possession in the end | spot. The penalty leaves the ball in Team B’

zone.

possession in the end zone.
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Ruling 2008 2007

8-5-1-VII ... RULING: Safetyby penalty. The basic spof... RULING: Safety. The basic spof. JL

FI-58 is the end of the run where B1 gained enforcementis from the end of the run wher
possession between the five-yard line and th&1 gained possession between the five-yard
goal line, and the foul is behind the basic line and the goal line.
spot

8-5-1-I1X ... the penaltresults in a safety because the | ... the penaltis from the basic spot (Rule 8-71

FI-58 foul is behindthe basic spot (Rule 8-7-2-b-1].2-b-1).

8-5-1-X Team A intends to punt from behind its goal| Team A intends to punt from behind its goal

FI-59 line, but A36 muffs the ball. AfteA36 line, but A36 muffs the ball. Afterecovering,
recovers the ball,theball carrier strikes the |therunner strikes the pylon at the intersectid
pylon at the intersection of the sideline and | of the sideline and goal line. RULING: Safet
goal line. RULING: Safety, unless the entire| unless the entire ball is beyond the goal ling
ball is beyond the goal line as tball carrier |therunner contacts the sideline or pylon. Th
contacts the sideline or pylon. The ball is defiall is dead at its most forward point when the
at its most forward point when tlball carrier | runner contacts the pylon or sideline (Rules
contacts the pylon or sideline (Rules 2-31-3| 31-3 and 4-2-4-d and e).
and 4-2-4-d and e).

8-6-1-I ... RULING: Touchback. Team B's ball at the| ... RULING: Team B's ball at the 20-yard ling

FI-59 20-yard line (Rule 7-2-4-b). (Rule 7-2-4-b).

8-6-1-11 ... RULING: Touchdown. The ball is not ... RULING: Touchdown. The ball is not

FI-59 automatically dead when interceg, but it automatically dead when intercepted. ...
becomes dead when Al gets possession

8-7-2-V Any Team A kick strikes the ground and a | Any Team A kick strikes the ground ¢, after

FI-60 Team B player bats the bacrossTeam B's | a Team B player bats the f, it crossesTeam
goal line, where Team B recoverwhile B's goal line, where Team B recovers it or it
grounded or it goes out of bounds. RULING? goes out of bounds. RULING: Safety. Battin
New impetus is given by Team BSafetyfor | the kick ...
Team A. Batting the kick ...

8-7-2-VII ... RULING: The result of the play is asafety | ... RULING: Safetyor Team A's ball on the

FI-60 for Team A due to the new impetus by TeamTeam A 45-yard line, where the free kick wil
B. Foul for illegally kicking the ball. An be repeated (Rules 9-4-4 and 10-2-2-e).
accepted penalty will make itTeam A's ball
on the Team A 45-yard line, where the free
kick will be repeated (Rules 9-4-4 and 10-2--
e).

8-7-2-VIII ... RULING: In either instance, it is a fumble| ... RULING: In either instance, it is a fumble

FI-60 out of bounds. Since Team A did not make theut of bounds. Since Team A did not make the
line to gain before the fumble, it is Team B'g| line to gain before the fumble, it is Team B'|
ball, first and 10, at (a) Team B's 16-yard lingball, first and 10, at (a) Team B's 16-yard lin
since the fumble was forward or (b) Team | or (b) Team B's 18-yard line (Rules 5-1-4-f g
B's 18-yard line (Rules 5-1-4-f and 7-2- 4-b)| 7-2-4-b).

8-7-2-I1X ... RULING: In each instance, it is a fumble gut RULING: In each instance, it is a fumble

FI-61 of bounds. In (a), the bat is legal and it is T%%m bounds. In (a), the bat is legal and it is Team

B's ball, first and 10 at Team B's 16-yard lin
since Team A did not make a first dovThe

clock starts on the snapln (b), illegal batting
penalize Team B from the spot of the fumblg

B's ball, first and 10 at Team B's 16-yard ling,
since Team A did not make a first down. In (b),
illegal batting, penalize Team B from the spgt

of the fumble, Team A's ball first and goal

Team A's ball first and goal (Rules 5-1- 4-f gri&®ules 5-1-4-f and 7-2-4-b). The clock startg on

7-2-4-b). The clock starts on tready-for-

thesnap in both situations

play signal.
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Ruling 2008 2007

9-1-2-| ... RULING: (a) Personal foul, kneeing. ... RULING: (a) Personal fou" kneeing"

FI-62 Penalty—15 yards from the basic spot, or frpPenalty—15 yards from the basic spot, or fr
the previous spot if foul by Team A occurs | the previous spot if foul by Team A occurs
behind the neutral zone. First dowrfoul is behind the neutral zone. First down if by Team
by Team B. Disqualify if flagrant. (b) PersongB. Disqualify if flagrant. (b) Personal foul,
foul, "meeting with the knee." Penalty—15 | "meeting with the knee." Penalty—15 yards
yards from the basic spot, or from the prevididsom the basic spot, or from the previous sp
spot if foul by Team A occurs behind the if foul by Team A occurs behind the neutral
neutral zone. First down foul is by Team B. | zone. First down if by Team B. Disqualify if
Disqualify if flagrant. In both situations, safefyflagrant. In both situations, safety if the foul
if the foul by Team A occurs behind Team Al eam A occurs behind Team A's goal line.
goal line.

9-1-2-1ll ... RULING: Not necessarily a violation of thg... RULING: Not necessarily a violation of th

FI-62 clipping rule.An official shouldnot call a clipping rule.No official shoulddeclare a
clipping foul unless he observes the block frpalipping foul unless he observes the block from
its inception. its inception.

9-1-2-VI On a run or pass option plewide receiverA2 | On a run or pass option p,a42, a wide

FI-63 at the snap is positioned ... receiver, at the snap is positioned ...

9-1-2-X At the snap, flanker A2 is positioned ... A, a flanker, at the snapis positioned ...

FI-64

9-1-2-XI At the snap, wing backA1l, at the snap is Al, a wing back, at the snap is positioned ...

Fl-64 positioned ...

9-1-2-XIV ... RULING: Roughing the passer. Penalty—{ ... RULING: Roughing the passer. Penalty—

Fl-64 First down. 15 yards from thprevious spot | yards from thebasic spotand first down or
or the penalty will be added to the end of the the penalty will be added to the end of the I3
last run under certain circumstances. run under certain circumstances.

9-1-2-XXV The player in position to receive a backward | The player in position to receive a backward

FI-66 pass during a down-the-line option play is pass during a down-the-line option play is
blockedabove the waist in the frontby B55. ...| blocked by B55. ...

9-1-2-XXVII ... RULING: This is not a foul, since B73 may... RULING: This is not a foul, since B73 may

FI-66 make direct contact with the passer only make direct contact with the passer only
through the defender's first step after A9's | through the defender's first step after A9's
release of the ball. B73 must be making an | release of the ball. B73 must be making an
attempt to avoilA9 and must be easing up ol attempt to avoiccontactand must b easing
have been blocked into A9 to avoid a foul. Thig" or have been blocked into A9 to avoid a|
does not relieve B73 of responsibility to avo|doul. This does not relieve B73 of
contaciwith the helmet or any other foul liste responsibility to avoithelmet-to-helmet
in Rule 9-1-2. contact or any other foul listed in Rule 9--a2

9-2-2-| After the ball is ready for play ... After the balldeclaredready for play ...

FI-70

9-2-2-1V ... (more than three seconds) ... over three seconds ...

FI-71

10-1-4- ... (Rule 7-1-3-b) ... . (7-1-3-b) ...

FI-76

10-1-4-11 ... RULING: Offsetting foulsTeam A re-kicks | ... RULING: Offsetting fouls.

FI-77 at the previous spot.

10-1-4-VI Al's forward pass is intercepted by B1, who| Al's forward pass is intercepted by B1, who

FI-77 advances and fumbles. B2 picks up the balljsadtyances and fumbles. B2 picks up the ball
advances five more yards. Team A fouls duI]iagvances five more yards. Team A fouls du
or after the down, and Team B fouls during thar after the down, and Team B fouls during
advance by Blor during the fumble. ... advance by B2. ...

10-1-4-1X ... RULING: Offsetting foul—no option. ... RULING: Offsetting fouls.

FI-78
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Ruling 2008 2007

10-1-5-VI A personal or disqualifying personal foul A personal or disqualifying personal foul

FI-79 occurs during action after a snap that was njageurs during action after a snap that was
before the ball was reador play. ... before the ball wadeclaredready. ...

10-1-6-1 ... RULING: Team B maacceptboth ... RULING: Team B machooseboth

FI-79 penaltiesacceptone penalty or decline both.| penaltieschooseone penalty or decline both,

10-1-6-1V ... RULING: Team A retains the ball afthe |... RULING: Team A retains the ball after

FI-80 penalty againstTeam Bis enforced ... penalizing Team B. ...

10-1-6-VII ... RULING: Team B retains possession. ... RULING: Penalize Team'siclipping foul

FI-80 Penalize Team ffor its clipping foul ...

10-1-7-V ... RULING: Allow the scoreThe penalty for | ... RULING: Allow the score. Team B has th

FI-81 Team B's holding foul is declined by rule. | option ofpenalizing Team A on the try or the
Team B has the option of Teambeing succeeding kickoff (Rule 10-2- 2-g).
penalizedon the try or the succeeding kickoff
(Rule 10-2-2-qg).

10-1-7-VI ... RULING: Allow the touchdown. Disqualify] ... RULING: Allow the touchdown. Disqualify

FI-81 the Team B player for fighting. Team A has fltee Team B player for fighting. Team A has
option ofa penalty againstTeam B on the try| option ofpenalizing Team B on the try or the
or the succeeding kickoff. ... succeeding kickoff. ...

10-1-7-VII Team B commits foul for twisting the Team B commits 15-yard face-maskHoul ...

FI-81 opponent'sface mask ...

10-1-7-XVII ... RULING: If Team Aelects to replaythe ... RULING: Team Ahas the option of

FI-83 try, both penalties againsfTeam B are replaying the trywith the Team Bpenalties
enforcedbefore the snap (Rule 10-1-6). If | enforcedor declining the offside penalty and
Team A declinesthe offside penalty and acceptingthe poini(Rule 10-1-6) Team B's
acceptsthe poin, the penalty for Team B's | dead-ball foul is thepenalizedon the kickoff
dead-ball foul is theenforced on the kickoff | or at the succeeding spot in extra periods.
or at the succeeding spot in extra periods.

10-2-2-XIl ... RULING: Penalty—Safety (Rule 9-1-2 ... RULING: Penalty—Safety (Rule 9-1-2

FI-85 Penalty) or Team B may shap the ball at thel Penalty) or Team B may snap the ball at the
Team A25-yard line after enforcement of thg Team Al5-yard line after enforcement of the
penalty from where the ball went out of penalty from where the ball went out of
bounds. bounds.

10-2-2-XIV ... RULING: Penalty—Safety (Rule 9-1-2 ... RULING: Penalty—Safety (Rule 9-1-2

FI-85 Penalty) or Team B may shap the ball at thel Penalty) or Team B may snap the ball at the
Team A25-yard line after enforcement of thg Team Al5-yard line after enforcement of the
penalty from where the ball went out of penalty from where the ball went out of
bounds. bounds.

10-2-2-XXXV | ... (Rules 2-27-5 and 9-112- ... (Rules 2-27-5 and 9-1.0)-

FI1-88

12-3-1-1 [Rule 12 interpretations added. See

through rulebook for complete text.]

12-5-1-lI

FI1-90 to 96

Send feedback and requests to edwardsk@washpost.com
This document is based on the electronic versidgheRules and Interpretations distributed on Byi2908

2008 NCAA Football Editorial Changes

25



